
6/11/09 10:35 AMmachines machines machines machines machines machines machines at HERE - Theater review - Time Out New York

Page 1 of 3http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/theater/75251/machines-machines-machines-machines-machines-machines-machines-at-here-theater-review

Time Out New York Kids Time Out Chicago Time Out Worldwide Travel Book store Subscribe to Time Out New York Subscriber Services

  

Home Art Books Clubs Comedy Dance Film Gay I, New York Kids Museums Music Opera & Classical

Own This City Real Estate Restaurants & Bars Sex & Dating Shopping Spas & Sport Theater Travel TV Video

Student Guide
Practical (and frivolous)
advice for the scholarly.

Real Estate Guide
Score a great deal.

Visitors Guide
Everything you need to get
the most out of NYC.

Continuing Education
Never stop learning.

Guides

Nightlife +
Get real-time information
for bars, clubs and
restaurants on your
mobile.

Prizes & promotions
Win prizes and get
discounts, event invites
and more.

Free flix
Get free tickets to hot new
movie releases.

Offers

Essentials
Info & map

event:  machines
machines machines
machines machines
machines machines

Tools
E-mail
Print
Report an error

 Share this

Info & Map Review
 | 

Critic's Rating

Theater
Time Out New York / Issue 715 : Jun 11–17, 2009

Theater review

machines machines machines machines machines
machines machines
Three manic techies and a whole bunch of devices lead to comic
mayhem.

HERE. Written and performed by Quinn Bauriedel, Geoff Sobelle and Trey Lyford. 1hr
10mins. No intermission.

The loopy, anarchic machines machines machines… is about—you guessed it—machines.
And mostly, they work. Really, it’s awe-inspiring the things that designers Steven and Billy
Blaise Dufala get a simple ball to do. But what leaves us weeping with laughter, drumming
our heels against the floor, is when they don’t work. “A little patience…and a little pulling…”
murmurs an actor when a bucket fails to descend. The audience goes like clockwork into
whoops.

The adorably unhinged Geoff Sobelle and Trey Lyford, creators of the whimsical all wear
bowlers, have gathered up Pig Iron Theater Company’s Quinn Bauriedel for a testimonial to
American perversity. The three have built themselves a strange and teetering world, a boy’s
dream in which the couch is a secret passage, the toilet a throne, and breakfast requires
seven Rube Goldberg devices and a crank-operated banana-cutter. They are a patriotic
crew (a boxing glove punches a trigger and whizz! A flag goes up the pole), and Bauriedel’s
puzzled drawl could be Will Ferrell doing George Bush. No wonder, then, that these
gearheads overcomplicate everything, quiver with paranoia and resort to torture at the drop
of a (ball that hits a lever that drops a) hat.

Machines isn’t flawless—some dramaturgical springs have gone flat, and the nattering
dialogue hopscotches between hysterical and aimless. But the three lunatics at its center
function as perfect perpetual engines. Where another actor would quail in the face of a story
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function as perfect perpetual engines. Where another actor would quail in the face of a story
line sputtering or a piece of toast going AWOL off the stage, these boys charge recklessly
ahead. They’ll do anything to get the job done. They’re machines.—Helen Shaw
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